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Why
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does the clock go tick tock? Why does the tap go drip drop?
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Tick

p

tock. Drip drop.

Why does the horse go clip clop? Why, oh why?
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Clip clop. Why, oh why?
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It's All About The Rule!

A fun song about the ablaut reduplication English rule

Commissioned by Sydney Grammar School St Ives Preparatory School

Katherine Ruhle
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Pit

mp

ter- pat ter.-

13

Why

mp

does the rain go pit ter- pat ter?- Why do the birds go

mp

Chit ter- chat ter.-

16

chit ter- chat ter?- Why do the chil dren-

Nit ter- nat ter.- We'll tell you why.

rall. 

18

nit ter- nat ter?- Why, oh why? We'll tell you why.

rall. 
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There's

mf

a lit tle- known En glish- rule, a

A tempo

q=q.

21

There's

mf

a lit tle- known En glish- rule, a

mf

A tempo

q=q.

pat tern,- a pa tern, a pat tern- with the vowels,

24

pat tern,- a pa tern, a pat tern- with the vowels,

in a re peat- ed- word.

rall. 
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In a re peat- ed- word.

rall. 

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

&

#
# ∑

&

#
# ∑

&

#
#

. . . .

?#
#

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

&

#
#

&

#
#

&

#
#

. .
. . . .

?#
#

&

#
# ∑

&

#
# ∑

&

#
#

?#
#

Ó™ Œ ™ œ œ

j

œ œ

J
œ ™ œ œ

j

œ œ

j

Ó™ Œ ™ œ œ

j

œ œ

J
œ ™ œ œ

j

œ œ

j

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ ™ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ ™ œ œ

j

Œ

œ
œ
œ
n

j

Œ

œ
œ
œ

j

Œ

œ
œ
œ

j

Œ

œ
œ
œ

j

œ ™

œ ™

œ ™

œ ™

œ ™

œ ™

œ ™

œ œ

J

œ ™
œ ™ œ ™

œ ™

œ

j

œ
Œ

œ

j

œ œ

j

œ œ

j

œ œ

J
œ œ

j

œ ™ Œ ™

œ

j

œ
Œ

œ

j

œ œ

j

œ œ

j

œ œ

J
œ œ

j

œ ™ Œ ™

Œ

œ
œ
œ

j
Œ

œ
œ
œ

j

œ
œ œ

œ

j

œ
œ
™
™ Œ

œ
œ
œ

j

Œ

œ
œ
œ

j

Œ

œ
œ
œ

j

Œ

œ
œ
œ

j

œ ™
œ ™ œ œ

J

œ ™
œ ™

œ ™ œ ™
œ ™

œ œ œ œ œ

j

œ ™ Œ ™

œ œ œ

œ
œ

j

œ ™ Œ ™

˙
˙
˙

™
™
™

˙
˙
˙̇

™
™
™
™

œ
œ
œ

™
™
™

œ
œ
œ

™
™
™

˙
˙
˙̇

™
™
™
™

˙ ™
˙ ™

˙ ™
œ ™

œ ™

3



SAMPLE O
NLY

°

¢

{

°

¢

{

°

¢

{

That's why the game's called ping pong. That's why the bell goes ding dong.

A tempo

q.=q
28

Ping pong. Ding dong.

A tempo

q.=q

That's why we love a sing song. It's all a bout- the rule. But

f

we don't like that rule!

32

Sing song. But

f

we don't like that rule!

f

So let's mix it up, let's have some fun.

q=q.
36

So let's mix it up, let's have some fun.

q=q.
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Switch it, twist it, spin it round. Change the ord er,- change the sound.

39

Switch it, twist it, spin it round. Change the ord er,- change the sound.

Turn the rule up side-

42

Turn the rule up side-

down.

mp

q.=q
44

down.

mp

mp

q.=q
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Why can't the clock go tock tick? Why can't the tap go drop drip?

48

Tock tick. Drop drip.

Why can't the horse go clop clip? Why, oh why?

52

Clop clip.

Pat

mf

ter- pit ter.-

55

Why, oh why? Why

mf

can't the rain go pat ter- pit ter?-

mf
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